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INFORMATION 
Given at the | 


BARR 


of the Honourable the ; 
Houle of Commons 3 
B Y | - | 

Mr. Scephen Dugdale 


On the 36th day of Oftober, Arno Dom: 1 680: wig; 


H A T about ewo orthree and twenty years 

ſince, I was brought over from the Church 

| of England ro the Church of Rome, by one 

Mr. Knight Prieſt, continuing ſome years under 
his care; till at length he the ſaid Mr. Xnigtt, through 
tafirmiry of body, not being able ro Officiate bis 
by Prieſtly 


(2) 
Prieſtly Function, he delivered me to the care of one 
Francis Evers a ſcluit,vvho. did not only rake carc ro in- 
ſtruct me in matters relating to a future_State, as to a 
future State, but in all things as far as he could in tem- 


poral things. Likewiſe te the faid Mr. Evers laid 


an jpjun&iap upon rye tg viſit him every day.opce, 
FA abort: : Ad IL; 64 mens we Brew 
t Tuch an intimacy, that ſcarcely any thing that 


the one knew , but the other was privy to it. So 
that ſometimes as we were talking of affairs of State, 


and the Revolutions &f Governments, we Fame ro 
io our ow Þoc he &h& ſaid Evers bfren 
hath told Me, thagit ould not be.Jong beforſs we 
might expe& good times, for the Duke of York ha- 
ving declared himſelf to, be 8; Roman Catholick, had 
given a good aſſurance to t e Pope ; beſides he was 
a Prince of that reſolutiog and worth, that if &vef 
he made” ay'ihgapetnegty he wduld never revdke it} 
particularly in ſo high a Concern as this, where his 
Soul lies at ſtake. So rhat never more Hopes than 
now of diſperſing the dark Clouds of Herefie. He 
hath hor' only engaged bjmſelF ſolemnly co us \fot 
the Eſtabliſhing of Religion,' bur rHat'he would fe- 
ſtore Us to all our Church Lands, and other Privi- 
ledges taken from the Church formerly. And this Ihad 
not from Mr. Evers alone, but from ſeveral private 
Gentlemen, beſides Prieſts. For my great intimacy 
with Mr. Evers did get me great acquaintance with 
moſt of the Gentry of otir Religion."$0 by thar m@ns 


I came with ſeveral of them to their nar ar pe, 


where it had been debated, wha t c Duke of Dork;s, 
pleafure was, that as he had giveri them an Aſſurance 


of his Part, they ſhould not be negligent'to do thieirs. 
And that they ſhould be in all readincfs with all 


necel(- 


Xi 


XUM 


C3» 
neceſfaries when the King: ſhould dye, T6'afM che 
Pike againſt the Profeſtarits!' (For they rriult txpect 
Ibmebppoſition From the Proteſtant Party:: buc bo6d 
Chrebifore-hand might prevefira great dealvE wal” 
HIEf;, 4td that ir WiXHhou®hve it that every Landiofd 
amongſt kis Tenai\rs and Servants have ſome twenty, 
lbine thirty, ſoine forrry Catholickt, and <hE Prieſt ty 


inftiutt them, That they ſhould be tetdy-ar hoes 


wanting, and- this. was the coutſe reſolved upon. 
And”'thar the ſaid Fvers- tld" the; rhar there had 
beef Steat'care tikenfor in libneſt 'Gentlerittn ro be 
Corfelf6r t6 the Diike of York, and they had found 
one, friend to the' faid Evers, who 'was-a-worthy 
honeſt» Gentleirith! 6ne Mr. - Mavmford;/ otherwiſe 
called Beddmgfeild: He: was preſented to the Ditke 
ſometime befote the Dirch Wars; and was With the 
Duke; being his Gkbſlly Father, in the Died/Wats on 
Shipbbard. Mt Eres hifth fliewed me Lerers from 
hifi dated from on Shipboard;corfimmending theDake, 
how good' arid Ze&lous He Wis in the Romain Catholitk 
Religion : he thought himiro be the hopefulleſt and 
zealouſeſt Prince {the Wwhote Univerſe. 1 ſaw in 
one of thoſe Letters Trim on Shipheard ro Mr.-Evers, 
that he the ſaid 'Beddingfeild hadgiven, the Duke the 
bleſſed 'Hoſt ryvice;” iti order for the Engaging him- 
ſelf with the Enethy. "That in-the 'year 1677. 
Mr. Evers and- I being in diſcourſe; 'Mr. Evers told 
me, There were great fears and jealouſies, that the 
_—_— outlrve 'the Duke of York, and then all 
out hopes were at :an1 end. Bir to prevent that, he 
told me, that Cardinal Floward' had fent a ' Letrer, 
that they had Excommunicated the King as an He- 
retick, that he was depoſed from being King, and 
that any One that killed him ans 4 merit by 
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(2) 
Prieſtly Function, he delivered me to the care of one 
Eraucis Evers a Jeſuit, who did not only take_carc ro in- 
ſtruct me in matters relating to a future State, as to a 
future Stare, bur in all things as far as he could in tem- 
poral things. Likewiſe e the ſaid Mr. Evers laid 
an injunctiop upon ne ry 1m every day once, 
1 was hehon| A {- by! fnens we frew 
ro fuch an intimacy, that carcely any thing that 
the one knew , but the other was privy to it. So 
that ſometimes as we were talking of affairs of State, 


and the” Revolutions. of Governments, we came ro 
diſcoutfe- our owhn. $And he eh& ſaid Evers dfren 
. hath told ſhe, tharft ftould not be. long befors, we 


might expe& good times, for the Duke of Jork ha- 
ving declared himſelf to, be 8. Roman Catholick, had 

iven a good aſſurance to t e Pope ; beſides he was 
a Prince of that reſolutioy and worth, that if &vef 
he made” ahy'ihgagemegrt,/ he would never revoke it; 
particularly in ſo high a Concern as this, where his 
Soul lies at ſtake. So that never more Hopes than 
now of diſperſing the dark Clouds of Hereſie. He 
hath hot only engaged himſelf ſolemnly co us for 
the Eſtabliſhing of Religion,' bur that he would re- 
ſtore Us to all our Church Lands, and other Privi- 
ledges taken from the Church formerly. And this Ihad 
not from Mr. Evers alone, but from ſeveral private 
Gentlemen, beſides Prieſts. For my great intimacy 
with Mr. Evers did get me great acquaintance with 
moſt of the Genery of tir Religion. 'So by that m@ns 
I came with ſeveral of them to their prone Meetittps, 


where it had beewdebated, what the Duke of Jork;s. 


pleafure was, that as he had giveri them an, Aſſurance 
of his Part, they ſhould not be negligent to do theirs. 
And that rhiey ſhould be in all readincſs with all 


necel(- 


Yiwu 


XUM 


(2) 
neceffaries when the- King ſhould dye, ro'affNt che 
Pike againſt the Proteſtanits;'- For they ruſt txpett 
Ibmevppoſirion From the Proveſtant Party: bucb 06d 
ChreWfore-hand might prevetira great dealvF wal- 
Hef, and that ir WhSthou9hr' fit that every Landiord 
amongſt his Tenanrs and Servants have ſome twenty, 
{ome thirty, ſotive forrry Catholieks, and che Prieft to 
inftiv«& them, Thar they ſhould be ready-ar anhouss 
waning, and- this was the courſe reſolved uport. 
And 'thar the ſaid Fvers- eeld\ the, rhat there had 
been $tear care takenfor in Honeſt Gentlenian ro be 
Contelſor t6 the Duke of York, and they had found 
one, a'friend to the ſaid Evers, who 'was-a-wotthy 
honeſt-* Gentlemith; one Mr. - Moumford, ' othetwile 
called Beddmgfeild; He: was preſented to the Duke 
ſometime before the Dich Wars, and whs With the 
Duke; being his Ghbſlly Father, in the Dich Wats on 
Shipbbard. Mti'Ew#s hitth fliewed me Lerrers from 
him dated from on Shipboard;cormmending theDake, 
how good arid Ze4lous he was in the Roman Catholitk 
Religion : he thought-him+ro be the hopefulleſt and 
zealouſeſt Prince i the Wwhote Univerſe. 1 ſaw in 
one of thoſe Letters Trim on Shipheard ro Mr. Evers, 
that he the ſaid Beddingfeild hadgiveti, the Duke the 
bleſſed 'Hoſt ryvice,” in order for the Engaging him- 
ſelf with the Enety. "That in- the 'year 1677. 
Mr. Evers and- I being in diſcourſe, 'Mr. Evers told 
me, There were great fears and jealouſies, that the 
__ outlive 'the Duke of York, and then all 
our hopes were at an end. But to prevent that, he 
told me, that Cardinal Floward had ſent a Leer, 
that they had Excommunicated the King as an He- 
retick, that he was depoſed from _ King, and 
that any One rhfart killed him might merit, by 
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(4) 
it. That he maintained a Damnable Heretical Do- 
Arine; and ſo conſequently was an Enemy of Chriſt. 
Art this time I had all the Letters directed ro me 
for the carrying, on this Plot, which were. for 
Mr. Evers, fome\pf which I opened and read, which 
all rended to. lay hold of this Opportunity ; for if 
.they miſled this Point, they muſt never look to have 
the like again for the Eſtabliſhing of cheir Religj- 
on. And about the Month of July or Auguſt 1677. 
ſoon after I was by: Mr. Evers admitted into the 
ſecrer, of the Deſign for the Romiſh Governmenr, 
.there came one Carrington to Tixall, whom the Jefu- 
its thereabouts imployed as a Meſſenger of Truſt in 
their. Buſineſs. He brought a Letter ro Mr. Evers 
-frona Ms. Vavaſor, who was then at Wolverhampton or 
Boſcvhell, -and meeting me in the Hall, defired me ro 
give irt6, Mr. Evers, which /I preſently did. The 
Eerter from Mr. Vavaſer did incloſe m it ſeveral 
orhers;-:25 one from John Grove in London, who in a 
part of: the ſheer of Paper writ ſome News in ſhort ; 
but uaderneath his ſigning, Mr.{-Willan Harcourt be- 
gan a; long Account, - how he lately had received the 
two encloled Lextess;- one. of, rhem.. from St. Omers, 
which was figned by Monfart, Warner, and Peters, as 
| remember, ; and, for more. whole names I rec- 
member not at'all. And this Letter did refer ro ano- 
ther Letter from Paris, to the three Parties firſt na 
med ,, and the ſame was figned. from Pars by 
to names, whereof I think Clifford was one. 
This; Letter did contain the Opinion and Advice 
of thoſe ar Pars, upon a Letter which it ſeems 
had been firft wr a England to: St. Omers, and 
trom St. Omers tranfmitted to them. The tcope 
of -which- Advice was this, That by all mean. 
Cart 
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care ſhould be taken not to let any Arms appear, 
or any appear in Arms till after the Death of the 
KING, becaule they had fully conſidered , that 
when any ſudden Death ſhould befall the KING, 
it might be eaſily laid to the Presbyterians, who 
had killed the late KING, and were ſtill Enemies 
tothe KING and Government. Therefore they 
adviſed , that all ways ſhould be taken to give out 
and poſleſs the People before-hand, that the Pres- 
byterians were the only Enemies, ſo that when the 
KING ſhould be killed, thoſe of the Church of 
ENGLAND would preſently be incenſed, and 
take up Arms to Revenge ic, and rather crave the 
Aid of the Catholicks, than be afraid of them : 
And therefore jt was fit they ſhould be in a Readi- 
neſs ro make the firſt Alarm, and give out, thar all 
was done by the Presbyrterians, and then by a lictle 
Aſſiſtance from abroad the Work wqyld eafily be 
compaſſed. This was the ſubſtance of the Letter 
from Paris : and they did furcher defire to have the 
lame ſent into England, with the Opinion of thoſe 
of St. Omers upon it ; and thoſe of St. Omers did in 
their Letter much praiſe the Advice from Paris, 
adding nothing elſe of their own unto it, beſides 
Commendation, but paſſed unto other of ſmaller 
concerns, as, that one Mr. Evers ſhould call to one 
Gerard of Lancaſhire, and Gerald of Hilderſon for fifty 
pound due for teaching of their Children or Relati- 
ons there, and ſuch like things. 


Maſter Harcourt further added, . that this Lerter 
from Saint Omers being direted unto him, he had 
Communicated it, as alſo that from Paris, unto Ma- 
ſter Bedmgfield, and Maſter Ireland, and likewiſe to 
the Lord Arundell, Lord Bellaſis, Lord Stafford, and 
ſix or ſeven more whom [I have forgor, by all whom 
it was highly commended as good Advice, and = 

C 
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all ſhould endeavour upon any Differences in Par- 
liament, or any other Diſorders, {till to give out, 
Thar ir. was thoſe Blood-ſucking, King-killing Pres- 


byrerians, that were the Authors of ir. 


Thar Maſter Evers did ſhew them the ſaid chree 
Lerrers ſent from Maſter Harcourt , and then ſoon 
afrer, the ſame day, ſent them by che ſame Meſlen- 
ger Carrington, under a cover to Miſtreſs Heveningham 
at Aſton, tro be ſhewn to her Husband, and to Sir 
James Symonds their Son-in-law, and to come back 
that night with the ſame Lerrers, as he did ; for that 
I did fee Fvers ſhew them to the preſent Lord Afton 
in the Parlour after Supper , his Lordfhip having 
been abroad before,” and he belicvcs thera to be the 
ſame Letters he had ſeen in the morning : for the 
Meflenger was then come back, and two of the 
Letters lay by on the Table, and the third they 
were reading by the fire. "And I do verily believe 
chey were the "Ha Hands, and the ſame Letters, 
and the Meflenger was there detained all Night, 
and made much of by Me, according to Order ; 
and in the Morning Maſter Evers ſent him back with 
an Anſwer to Maſter Y/avaſor, but Maſter Evers kept 
ftill the Letrers from Maſter Harcowt. And 1 did 
afterwards hear Maſter Evers and Maſter Gavan dil- 
courſe together rouching the ſaid Letters, and in 
Commendation of the 1aid Advice, , and they na- 
med ſeveral Friends in their diſcourſe that were en- 

aged ar Paris, wham I remember not. And Ma- 

er Fvers did tell me, that the Letrers from Saint 
Omers were brought by a particular Gentleman in- 
ro England, and trom London to Maſter FYavaſor by 
ſome Friend, which Ido the rather believe, for that 1 
rook' notice, there was no Poſt-matk upon the ſaid 
Lerrer ro Maſter Yavaſor. 


That 


(>) 


That about February 1 67; there came a Letter co 
Mr. Evers, to acquaint him, from a Friend of his in 
Paris, that he had received a Letter from Rome; 
which did require the {aid *Mr. Evers, togerhet 
with the laid Cotton's Company in London, yuh 
Mr. Gavans, Mr. Peters, and Mr Vavaſor ; td ac- 
cordingly Mir. Evers did come to London, and Mr. 
Peters, but whether the other two were there 1 
know not. And when Mr. Evers came home, he 
rold me, Mr. Ireland and Mr. Symonds would be in 
the Country the latter end of Juxe, for con idering 
the beſt way and means for carrying on the great 
Work, as ix was called. And in July 1678. { 
received a Letter from Mr. Evers, which came 
from Sir John Warners, to acquaint him char all 
the Arms were ready char were beſpoke, and waat- 
ed now nothing but their Orders how they ſhould 
be diſpoſed ot. 


In Auguſt following a Meeting was appointed 
at -the Lord Aſton's Houle at T ixall, where awas 
relent the Lord Aſton himſelf, and -my-Lord Staf- 
ford, Sir James Symonds, Mr. Dracott, Mr. Hevenngbam, 
Mr. Symonds, Mr. lreland, Mr. Vaveſer, Mr..Gavan, Mr. 
Peter, Mr. Fitter, Mr. Fitzherbert,and Mr. Manly, with 
ſeveral others ; which Meeting was for carrying on 
the Plot, the Death of the K ING, -with ſeveral 
other chings relating thereto. Ar ehat zime -ir-wids 
Agreed, Thar the bid Lord Afton and Sir James > 
monts ſhould go beyond the Seas in chebeginn 
Oftober, to dilpole of the Arms that-were- ans SY 
bur the Plot breaking, our, their journey was Lins 


In September following my Lord Stefford ſene for 
me leveral times into (his lodging Chamber ar 
Tiixall, where we had ſeveral pnvate-Conftexences, 


amongſt which he cold me, T ha Mir. pers had 
com- 
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commended me to him, that I was true and truſty 
ro any thing that I undertook, and that now was 
the time : That they ſtood in need of ſuch Men as 
I was : And that if L would I might make my ſelf 
happy ; And if 1 would be one that would under- 
take to Kill the KING, he would give me Five 
Hundred Pounds. for a prelent ſupply ; which 1 
fairhfully promiled I would do : And he told me 
I ſhould go up to London with him in Oftober, and 
ſometimes I ſhould be at Standon, and ſometimes 
in: Londm; And ſhould receive Inſtruftions from 
Mr. Harcourt, Mr. Ireland, and himlelf. And 

oing to Mr. Evers and acquainting him of it, 
=. me he knew of it before. 1 muſt renew 


my: Oath of Secrecy, which 1 did do: And the 


Fourteenth of Ofober I received a Letter from Mr. 


Harcourt for Mr. Evers; the Contents of which was, 
This night Sir Edmumndbury Godfrey is diſpatcht. Sir, 
ſaid I to Mr. Evers, do you think that this will not 
deſtroy all our Defigns ? Sir ſaid I, if it do not de- 
troy it I will be hang d. Not fo, ſaid Fyers, be 
nor. fo paſſionate, not ſo, for he was a man thar 
did uſe to puniſh Lewd and Debaucht people ; And 
it will rather be caſt on them, than any of us. 


Another time-I being in company with Mr. Evers, 
[:preſſed of bim,,: to know the reaſon why they 
ſhould Kill Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ? He told me, 
Fhat the Duke-.of YOR XK had ſent a Meſlage 
tO:( oleman,, after he was taken, that he ſhould not 
Confeſs any thing : He returned the Duke an An- 
{wer back, That it had been his misfortune, to de- 
clare all that he 'knew of the Matter to Sir Ed- 


numdbury Godfrey; and he heard the ſaid Sir Edmund- 


» bury - Godfrey would come in a Witneſs againſt him, 


m regard he had been fo diligent in taking Ex- 


: aminations : The Duke returned him Anſwer back 


again, 
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again, That bid hin be ſure he, did not Confels, 
and he ſhould nor need to fear, Sir  Elmwndbury 
Godfrey, and that there ſhould he care taken, or to 
that purpoſe. I ſaw a Letter from,Mr. Whitebread, 
directed to Mr. Evers, bur inclolſed. is Groves Letter 
to. my elf, wherein was, ' That there was great 
hopes now, that things will go on well, if there 
be diligent care taken in the Management of it, 
which, can never be;, if 1 ic be communicated to 
every idle. Fellow. Therefore be ſure you do nor 
truſt any, bur whom you bave made cryal of : for 
if it ſhould be. diſcqvered, we both ruine our De. 
hpa, and.-all- concerned in ir. For thoſe perſons 
which are for the People, no matter whether Gen- 
clemen gs; nos, fo they be  deſperace and 
truſty.,' which |choice, made heve 1 fear nor : for 
there hath; been eſpecial care qaken, that. no oppor- 
cunicy might be loft.;. and what. perſons you hink 
fit, let me have your Anſwer next Week. Send 
ro Boſcobel, and there will be a Meſſenger to bring 
them to me. I need not ſay much more to you, 
in regard you are, fully acquainted with the bu- 
fineſs, and how it is to be carried on by Mr. Ireland, 
I hope you put the Gentlemen in mind, for the 
getting what Mony you can. Pray fend; me 
word by the next, how my Lady is. I think co 
be at St. Omers next week. 


Thoſe "ages har Subſcribed for carrying on 
this deſign about us .in- Staffordſhire , were: as. fol- 


loweth, | (via; ) : 
D Sir 
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Sir James Syimnds fabſeribed =! 1000 
Mr. Heveningham ka20 3G: wiwnill vhooo! 
' Mr. Dracor 0, / \1; yooo! 
Mr. Gerrard 9109.4 1 ,. Foo! 
: .” Mr. Ebowiard- tt 1 '* (:7 1 2000! 


And as Maſter Fyert told te, thy Lord Afton paid 
One thouſand pound for carrying on this Deſign e6 
Maſter Bedingfield: "and that whar was'/paid way r6- 


every of the af6ttaid Getitlermen was to have a 
ſhare, ind Offics appoint!” Bur in'zll owe Meet- 
ings 'it' was heVtt agteed} whar-their parts ſhould 
be; 4nd the 'NEtedR Gentlanicn of at! thoſe was 
ever Sir James Symbhids\,” being''4s 'they (aid; a very 
aftive perfor, and one that' would be found a well 
qualified "petſd#,” Bat" as fir-45 1 ever' uidetſtood, 
hel” plates Wetk 6 be appotnted here in- London 

y Tome of thoſt Great Onts 'whom I have formers 
ly mertionet? but there/are ſeveral perſons names, 
befides choſe" [Ra named; it'thar ſame Lift ; and 
chere ate other petſons thar' entred their Names be- 
YSnd Sea ; I6t thif Note was only for Maſter Evers 
private uſe. '” And to that end "Maſter Evers and 
MA &t Cotton vere fenc to 'Sa{ht' Omers about rwo 
8 thite* yerts #po, fr the fake” of other perſons 
which were very fearful#\--#hd- f6me others paid 
their money to Maſter Bedingfield, Maſter Ireland, 
Maller 'Efarevire2 "and Miafter 'Bvers hath been ap- 
PBlatsd®to'teccivs-Atgirrihces for them -vvhich 
Acquittances I have ſeen come in Maſter "Evers 
T : Letters, 


* XUM 
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Letters, one ro Sir James Symonds at one time was 
for three hundred pound, which Was noted in the 
Acquitrance for 2 Charitable Uſe, bur ir was for 


warning they would be ready. Bur as he laid, 
they had formerly cold, that One, Except the Ger 
tlemen, were much as to tell one another, till 


